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invention 1 
invention 2 
invention 3 
invention 4 



claims 1 and 17 

claims 2 to 4 

claims 5 to 11, 18 to 20 and a part of claim 14 

claims 12, 13, 15, 16 and and a part of claim 14 



The following document 1 describes a zirconia sintered article for 
medical use stabilized by Y 2 0 3 (see claim 1) , and also the matters that 
said sintered article contains Si0 2 and/or Al 2 0 3 (see claims 1 and 3) and 
that it has an average grain diameter of 0.5 jam or less (see claim 4) . 

The following document 2 describes an abrasion-resistant alumina-based 
ceramic containing a Zr0 2 powder containing Y 2 0 3 and having an average 
diameter of 0 . 5 ]am or less, an A1 2 0 3 powder and a sintering auxiliary (see 
example 1, sample 13) . 

The following document 3 describes a zirconia based sintered article 
containing zirconia grains containing yttria forming a solid solution 
therewith and alumina (see examples) , and the matters that said zirconium 
particles have a particle diameter of ca . 0.3 jam (see page 4 Table 1) 
and that said zirconia based sintered article can be used as a bone head 
member for an artificial joint or the like (see the paragraph [0023]) . 

As indicated by the above descriptions, the matter that a composite 
ceramic definedby claim 1 of the present application is used as a biological 
material is a technical matter known to the public, and therefore, there 
is no technical relationship between the above invention 1 and the 
inventions 2 to 4 involving the same or corresponding "special technical 
feature". 

Further, there is no technical relationship between respective 
inventions 2 to 4 involving the same or corresponding "special technical 
feature", and therefore, the above inventions 1 to 4 is not a group of 
inventions which are so linked as to form a common single general inventive 
concept, and accordingly, claims 1 to 20 is considered to include four 
inventions . 
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